Derisa Greaves
Production Project
11 Aspects


Genre: Hip Hop
Song: I Need
Artist: Loik ft. Angelika

Concept

The song is about a rapper who was previously struggling to get a career started in the music industry. To support his family and make his dreams come true he (Loic) had to participate in some illegal activity. Now that his success is validated amongst his peers, power has gone to his head. He’s barley home and neglecting his wife. Angelika who sings the chorus is saying she “needs” her man and not the person he has become. The instrumental has a 90’s, west coast feel. It resembles the music on “Tony! Toni! Toné!” and “The Game”

Melody

The melody is simple and catchy. Angelika sings “I Need Love” as a call and response to Loic. 

Rhythm

The keys are sustained and is basically the pulse of the song except tor the bridge. The drum set also is maintaining a steady pulse accompanied by 808 hits.  There are parts of the song where the rhythm appears to be too busy. The bass does a good job at syncing up with the changing parts.

Harmony
 
There was harmony un the vocals during the chorus and the bridge in Angelika’s part. There was also evidence of tension and release in the bridge. 

Lyrics

The pacing and phrasing was good. There was not an issue of trying to fit words that did not belong. The goal of my lyrics was to paint a picture of the situation. The music was written first and the words came together after. The chorus is a sample from Janet Jackson’s song “Need”

Density

I double tracked the keyboards but it retrospect I should have also double tracked Loic’s vocals. I also added keys toward the end of the song and 808’s to fill in the spaces in the song. 
Instrumentation

Keys
Trumpet (Sometimes the horns were over bearing or not needed)
Bass 
Drums
808’s

Song Structure

Intro
Verse (A section)
Chorus
Verse
Bridge
Outro (elements of the chorus involved)

Performance

Greatness: “Goose-bump factor” would be the outro. How Angelika enunciated the words brought out the emotion that the song was is trying to portray. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Studio Musicians: Originally, I did have studio musicians (trumpet) but they were not playing the parts how I wanted. I had to fire them and use midi instead. It probably would have been better is I organized a rehearsal prior to the session. 

Mix

The 808’s seemed like they did not have a place in the mix and the horns could have been mixed better as well. They needed to sound a bit drier. 

Quality of Equipment

The sound of the studio was not good however the mic choices were good. I used a Nummen tube microphone for both vocalist. 
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